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SECURITY INFORNATION

CENTRAL IWNTELLIGENCE AGENCY

20 June 1952

SUBJECT: TERNS OF REFERINCE: NIE-35/2:¢ PROBABLE DEVELOPIENTS
IN IRDOCIINA ,

TIE PROBLEM

Te estimate Fronch and Chirese Commnist capabilities amd
probable courses of action with respect to Indochina and the
int.ez*ﬁa.‘l. situation throughout Inlochina. NOTE: The ostimate
on the tactical military situation will run through mid-1953.
However, attention will be given on a longer ranpge bagsis to

Vietnamese developments and Prench capabilities and. intentions.

QUESTIONS DEARING ON THE PRORLEY

T, THE CURRENT STTUATION TN INDOCHTUA

A.  Uhat is the current situation in Indochina with respect
to the followings

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP7IR01012A001000040022-1



]

Approved For Refease 2000/08/29 :-ﬂArRDP79R[I1[I12AI][I1[I[I[I[I4I][I2271 ' .

SLCRET

Defense spenclen 1. The status of combat aperaﬁiam in Vietnam, Loos,

and Cambodia?

GwZ primary a; TWhat trends have there been in the past slx

Ae2

ONT monthe in the rclative military strength,
combat effectiveness, and tactical disposition
‘ of thoe French-Indochinese and Viet NMinh forces?

0w2 primary b, What are the present French~Indechinese capaw

A2 ‘

ONT bilitdes tos
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{1} Expand their area of control and inflict
heavy lesses on the Viet Minh, assuming
tha present nature and degree of Chiness.
Commnist ssgistance to the Viet lMinhg

(2) Hold presently accupi.ed territory in Indo-
china against the Viet Minh operating with
the present nature and degree of Chinese

- Commndst assistances

{3) Resist atiacks by the Viet inh operating
with substantiglly ineressed Chinese Commu-
nist assistanve;
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OIR’

' QIR primary
; Defonse Agencies

G primary Be
Aw?
OIR

Co
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{.) Resist attacks by combined Viet lfinh- .

Chinese Commmnist combalt forces?

The political situation in Vietnam, Laos, and Came
bodia, particularly those developments influsncing
administrative efficiency, national nerale, rﬁobilin
zation capabilitles; and fel atlons with the French?

The economic sifvation in Vietnam, Laos, and Came
badia ag 1t affects nations)l morzle and mobilization
eapabilitics?

The situation in Viet llinh held territory, intiuding
morale, foud supply, armaments produntion, relations
with the Chdmese Communists, manpower rofources, and

extent ard effactivensss of econbtrols?

“hat 18 the current nature and level of Chimess Communisd

agsistance to the Viel Mnh?

Whet i the eurrent namré and level of Fronch support to

the Amsoelated States of Indochina?
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Defense sgencies
OIR
OIR

D.

Defense agencies
OIH
OIR

SECHRET

1,  EHlitory
2, Economic
3., Political

Yhat 18 the current nature and level of US aupport to

the French and Indochinese?

1 o l‘ﬁlitary

. 2:  Eeonomic

3 Prlitical

1T,  FACTORS AFFLCTING FUTURY DEVELOPLINTS IN THDOCHINA

Ao

A1l agencies

!
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Frenth-Indochinese Cepabilities and Probable Courasen

of Action

1. How will French and Indochinese will and intention
to resist be affected by the following:

4, Polltieal, eoconomic, 'and military developments
in Vestern Euz?ope » and within metropolitan
France md the French Uniom?
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b.

do

&
f.

24
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Political and economic trends within Vietnam,
Leos, and Cambodla, including attitudes

toward French imperial control and toward the

Chinese Commnista? (Yo what extent are the
Chineée Uommunists regarded as conquarors and
to what extent a8 liberators from vhite control?}

Possibly tripartite warnings to the CC to

keep their troops out of Indochina?

Changes in the lovel of US economic and
military asgictance and in the nature
of the US commitment for the defense of
Indochinat

A gease«fire in Korea?
An expansion of the Korcan war?

Political, military, and economlc developments

elsovhore in Southeast Asia?

SECT
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A1} apgencies 2. That tronds in French-Indochincse capabilities to
| rosist or reduse Viet HinheChinese Commmdst

presoure are probacle?

Defense agencies 8. In trained manpower, organized forees; and
‘mat,eri_al supply (including US aid)?
| {1) French forces
(2) Victnamese forves

(3) lLactian and Cambodian forces

CIR b.  In political strength, stability, and national _
morgle in the Assoviated States? .

B.  Viet IMinh«Chinese Communist Capabilities and Probaiile

Courses of Action

Defense apencies | 1. Vhat trends in Viet linh«Chirese Communist copabllities
primary '
are probable through mid=-1993 sseuming a continuation

of the prosent situation in Koreas

-6«

STCHET
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a8, In torms of trained Viet 'inh manpower?

b. In terma of Viet Minh sbility to utilize
effectively heavy military equipment and
to coordinate in combat all of their organized

forcen?

¢ In terms of Chinesa Communist abilitles
to provide an increased volume of technical and
material assistance?

d. In terms of Chinese Commmist ability to

comuit combat forces in Indochina?

{1) GCround forces | i

(2) Air forces

{3) Naval forces

(L} Logistic capsbilities and limitations
Defense apgencies 2, TVhat effect would an expansion of the war in Korea
primary
OIR or a cease-firs in Korea have on Communist capabilities

in Indoching?

SECRET
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3. lowwill Vict Minh courses of actions be affocted
by the followings
G=2 primary a2, Feilure to receive an increased level of tochnical
and matorisl assistance?
OIR primary _ b. The econemic and political situation within
thelr arca of control?
(w2 primary : €s A deterioration in their cotbat effectiveness?
d. An increase in their conmbat effectiveness?
A1l agencies ©, Politicel, economic, and military devclopments
elsewhere in Southeast Asia?
CIR primary L, How will Chinese Communist courses of action in

Indochina be inflnenced by the followings

a4, Over-all Commnist interests and policy
in the Far East?

LCRET
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b, A change in French-Indochinese capabllities?

¢, A change in the strength and effectivensss of
the Viet IHnh? .

ds A tripartite warning to keep their troops out
of Indochina?

8, Chmpes in the Korean war?

£, Other contingencies such as the release of
Nationalist intermees in Indochingz, combat
ocperations by Chinose Nationalist troops in
Southeast Asia, or zpainst the China mainland,
ate,? |

QIR 5. Vhat trends are likely 3n Viet !linh-Chinese Communist

relations?
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